
 HONORS MATH OR REGULAR?  

It’s uncomfortable to be in the wrong math class. Too easy and you’re bored. Too hard 

and it’s stressful. If you are trying to decide whether or not to take Honors Math or 

Regular Math, here is a list of questions to ask yourself.  If you can say “Yes” to a 

majority of these, then Honors might be the correct class for you.  

 

1. Do you have a strong interest or curiosity in math? Do you find it enjoyable?  

2. Can you stick with complicated, hard problems? 

3. Are you self-motivated? 

4. Do you grasp new math topics quickly or if not, do you persevere until you 

have fully grasped them? 

5. Do you finish assignments in your current math class very quickly with very 

few errors? 

6. Did you have all A’s in your last two years of math? 

7. Do you often score close to 100% on tests in your current math class? 

8. If there is a placement test did you easily score above the cutoff score? 

9. Do you have a good track record in homework completion?  

10. Do you have a good track record with regular attendance?    

11. Can you focus on a math homework assignment for more than an hour when 

necessary? 

12. If extra credit, bonus or challenge problems are offered, do you usually try 

them? 

13. Do you have good mental math skills without a calculator? 

14. Do you like to understand the deeper ideas behind math, not just how to 

“plug in the numbers”? 

15. Do you like to see more than one way to solve a problem? 

16. Can you usually learn new material when given just a brief explanation with 

one example?  

17. Are you able to ask questions in class or come in before or after school to get 

help if concepts are not clear? 

18. Do you have the time and energy for an increase in your homework load 

while still maintaining balance? 

 

 

The students who have done well in Honors Math historically have said “Yes” to most of 

these.   

     


